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Tour: Pamunkey and Mattaponi Indian Reservations and Museums 

The Pamunkey and Mattaponi Reservations are the oldest in the United States, having been established by the Treaty of 1646. They are also the only Indian reservations in Virginia, although Virginia officially recognizes several other tribes.

Pamunkey Indian Museum (http://www.baylink.org/Pamunkey/) -- This museum has excellent displays of the lifestyle of the Late Woodlands-era Indians using both ancient tools and modern recreations. There is an introductory video, and many well-arranged displays of tools, weapons, foods and plants, and items of clothing. During the Great Depression, the Indians set up a pottery school, and many examples of Pamunkey pottery are displayed. Tours of the shad hatchery can be scheduled in the spring by calling the reservation. Also, on this reservation is the burial mound of Chief Powhatan, whose bones were brought to rest here by his brother Opechancanough in the early seventeenth century. Small gift shop.


Directions: From Richmond, take rt. 360 north to rt. 30. Turn east onto rt. 30 and continue until you see rt. 633 (Powhatan Trail). Turn south onto rt. 633. This road will change to rt. 673 when you are nearing the reservation. Continue onto the reservation (remember that you are now under tribal law, so watch your speed!) until you come to a T-intersection. Turn left and follow the sign to the tribal museum and the fish hatchery.

GPS: 37°34'31N/077°00'06W

Address: Route 1, Box 2011, King William, VA 23086
Contact information: Telephone: 804-843-4792

Admission & Hours: Admission charged. Call for hours.

Mattaponi Museum (http://www.baylink.org/Mattaponi/) -- This is a private collection of memorabilia from the Custalow family, members of which have been the chiefs of the tribe for many years. The displays are eclectic and crowded, and include many photographs, arrowheads, weapons, skins, and items of clothing. As with the Pamunkey, the primary business on the Mattaponi Reservation is a shad hatchery. Visitors can arrange tours of the hatchery in the spring by calling in advance to the Museum. Small gift shop.

Directions: From the Pamunkey Reservation, leave the reservation on rt. 673, which becomes rt. 633. Before you reach rt. 30, you will see rt. 626 (Rose Garden Road) on your right. Turn right, and continue on this road, crossing rt. 30. When you see rt. 625, take a left, then in a short distance, take a right onto rt. 640 (Indiantown Road). Follow this road for about a mile, and you will see the museum on the left.

GPS: 37°39'42N / 076°54'59W

Address: 1467 Mattaponi Reservation Circle, West Point, VA 23181
Contact information: Telephone: 804-769-4508; FAX: 804-769-0294

Admission & Hours: Admission charged. Call for hours.

Tour: First Landings

Cape Henry Memorial, Virginia Beach, VA (http://www.nps.gov/came & http://www.nps.gov/archive/colo/capeheny/capeheny.html) -- The English settlers first set foot on the soil of Virginia here at Cape Henry on April 26, 1607. Here they claimed the land for England and named it for Henry, the Prince of Wales, eldest son and heir of King James I. They built a shallop (a shallow boat) in which they planned to explore the Chesapeake Bay area. Captain Christopher Newport raised a cross here to give thanks for the convoy’s safe crossing of the Atlantic.

Now the site is the Cape Henry Memorial, part of the Colonial National Historic Park administered by the National Park Service. You will see a memorial granite cross put up in 1935 by the Daughters of the American Colonists to mark the approximate site of Newport’s cross. There is also a granite memorial to the Battle of the Capes, in which the French fleet prevented a British fleet from reinforcing Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown in 1781; a statue of Admiral De Grasse, who commanded the French fleet at the Battle of the Capes; and a walkway leading to the top of the sand dunes where you can overlook the Atlantic Ocean and the entrance to the Chesapeake Bay.

Directions: From I-64, merge onto US-13 N/Northampton Blvd. via Exit 282 toward “Chesapeake Bay / Bridge-Tunnel.” Take the Shore Drive/US-60 E ramp toward “Beaches”. Turn right onto Shore Drive/US-60 E. Turn left onto Atlantic Ave. to Fort Story Gate 1 (get visitors’ pass here; ID required), and continue on until you reach the National Historic Site. (Do not use Gate 2, which is restricted to military personnel.) The Memorial is within the grounds of Fort Story. To visit, you must go through the military security gate, so bring a picture ID for all visitors age 18 or over, and allow a little extra time. All vehicles are subject to inspection.

Contact Information: Visitor Information: 757-898-2410

Admission & Hours: Free. Open year-round. Unattended by NPS personnel, and no facilities or services are available.
Cape Henry Lighthouse, Virginia Beach, VA (http://www.apva.org/capehenry/) -- 

Also on Cape Henry is the Old Cape Henry Lighthouse. It was finished in 1792 and was the first lighthouse authorized, completed, and lighted by the newly formed Federal government. Though the Lighthouse was decommissioned in the late 19th century, it is preserved by the Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities (APVA Preservation Virginia) and is open to the public. The Lighthouse is within the grounds of Fort Story. To visit, you must go through the military security gates, so bring a picture ID for all visitors age 18 or over, and allow a little extra time. All vehicles are subject to inspection.

Directions: Next to Cape Henry Memorial above.

Address: 583 Atlantic Ave., Fort Story, VA 23459

Contact information: Phone: 757-422-9421; email: oldcapehenry@aol.com 

Admission & Hours: Admission charged. Open January through November. From December 1 to January 5, the Lighthouse is closed, but the Museum Shop is open. Closed Thanksgiving Day, December 24, 25, & 31, and January 1.

First Landing State Park, Virginia Beach, VA (http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/parks/1stland.htm) -- This 2,888-acre state park, adjacent to Fort Story, has cabins and sites for RVs, campers, and tents for a minimal fee. Amenities include interpretive programs, environmental education center, boat launch, fishing, picnic shelter, beach walks, and hiking, bicycling, and self-guided trails. Many areas are handicap accessible. Some events that take place at First Landing are Paddle Fest, the area’s biggest paddle sports event, Fall Harvest Festival, National Trails Day, Clean the Bay at First Landing, and the Fourth of July celebration. For schedules, see the website listed above.

Directions: From I-64, take Northampton Blvd./U.S. 13 North (Exit 282). Go through eight lights, then turn right at the Shore Drive/U.S. 60 exit (last exit before the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel). Take a right on Shore Drive and go four and a half miles to the park entrance. To reach the Chesapeake Bay Center, park office, camping, or cabins, turn left off of U.S. Rt. 60 at the stoplight and check in at the contact station. For the Trail Center, picnic area and trails, turn right.

Address: 2500 Shore Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23451

Contact information: Phones: 757-412-2300; toll-free: 800-933-PARK; Email: firstlanding@dcr.virginia.gov
Admission & Hours: Admission charged.

Old Point Comfort, Hampton, VA -- An exploratory group from the convoy which settled Jamestown discovered this peninsula, the home of the Kecoughtan Indians, on April 28th, 1607. They found this deep and sheltered harbor and named the peninsula Cape Comfort. Lord Delaware named the river the Southampton River for the Earl of Southampton, the leading investor in the Virginia Company of London. This site has been fortified since 1609, when the colonists built Fort Algernourne here. Sir Thomas Gates drove off the Kecoughtans in 1610 and built two stockades in this area, calling them Fort Henry and Fort Charles for the sons of King James I. Through the 19th century and into the 20th, Point Comfort was a winter and summer resort area called Phoebus. There have been several large hotels on this spot; the building you see between the road and the water is the Chamberlin Hotel, now closed. Nowadays, this spot is called Old Point Comfort, and is located at the mouth of Hampton Roads, the entrance into the Chesapeake Bay. To get to the peninsula, follow the directions to Fort Monroe (below).

Fort Monroe, Hampton, VA (http://www.monroe.army.mil/) -- The Fort was begun in 1818 on the former site of the colonial Fort George, and was regularly garrisoned from 1823, though not completely finished. Lieutenant Robert E. Lee, of the Army Engineers Corps, was transferred to Fort Monroe in 1831, and was instrumental in helping complete the construction by 1834. Named after President James Monroe, it is the largest stone fortress ever built in the United States, as well as being the only moated fortress. During the Civil War, the Fort was held by the Union, and provided a safe haven for hundreds of runaway slaves. This was the point where the Union Army landed before setting out toward Richmond on the Peninsular Campaign. After the war, Confederate President Jefferson Davis and other Confederate officials were imprisoned here. The history of the fort is displayed in the Casemate Museum, and walking tours of the Fort are available in the summer.

Note: In 2005, the U.S. Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission voted unanimously to close Fort Monroe. It could be two to six years before the base is closed, but the City of Hampton is currently making plans for civilian use of the Fort.

Directions: From Cape Henry, return to I-64 and go west. At exit 268, take rt. 169 (Mallory Street) north to rt. 258 (Mercury Boulevard) and turn right at the second light, onto East Mellen Street. Continue approximately .6 miles until you cross over a small bridge prior to entering Ft. Monroe. To visit, you must go through the military security gate, so bring a picture ID for all visitors age 18 or over, and allow a little extra time. All vehicles are subject to inspection. Bear to your right at the gate and you will be on McNair Drive. When the road takes a sharp left turn, it becomes Fenwick Drive. The Chamberlin Hotel will be on your right. Continue on Fenwick Drive, and you will see the Old Point Comfort Lighthouse on your left. Fort Monroe’s Casemate Museum is inside the fort, so you will need to ask the military guard where approved parking is for day visitors.

Address: P.O. Box 51341, Fort Monroe, VA 23651-0341

Contact information: Museum Front Office: 757-788-3391; Museum Gift Shop: 757-727-3887; Casemate Museum 757-788-3391; email: nsonc@monroe.army.mil

Admission & Hours: Free. Museum open daily. Closed Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day. 

Old Point Comfort Lighthouse -- The Old Point Comfort Lighthouse is located on the grounds of Fort Monroe. A navigational beacon was in operation on this spot as early as 1775. This lighthouse was commissioned by Thomas Jefferson in 1802, and was built to overlook the entrance to Hampton Roads. It is the oldest operational lighthouse in the United States (and the second oldest lighthouse after Cape Henry), and is run by the U.S. Coast Guard. The lighthouse is not open to the public, but it can be viewed from the street.

Mariners’ Museum, Newport News, VA (http://www.mariner.org/) -- The Mariners’ Museum was founded in 1930, and has grown to be one of the premiere nautical museums in the world. It has several permanent and special exhibitions of boats and other nautical artifacts from the sixteenth century through the present, a library and photograph collection that is open to the public, and an educational program. In March 2007, the Museum will open the new U.S.S. Monitor Center, which will showcase the artifacts recovered from the 140-year-old Civil War wreck of the first ironclad ship in the U.S. Navy. 

Directions: From I-64, take exit 258-A. Travel 2.5 miles to the intersection of Warwick (U.S. 60) and J. Clyde Morris (U.S. 17) boulevards. Continue straight through the intersection and turn left onto Museum Drive. The Museum entrance is directly ahead.

Address: 100 Museum Drive, Newport News, VA 23606

Contact information: Phone: 757-596-2222; email: marketing@mariner.org
Admission & Hours: Admission charged. (The website often has a discount coupon that you can print and apply to the admission charge.) Open Monday through Saturday. Closed Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Tour: Jamestown

Historic Jamestowne 

(http://www.nps.gov/jame/ & http://historicjamestowne.org/index.php ) -- Historic Jamestowne is a National Historic Site administered by APVA Preservation Virginia and the U.S. Parks Service. It is located on the banks of the James River in the location first settled in 1607. Among the many things to see at Historic Jamestowne are the site of the original palisaded fort, the church tower marking the spot where the first House of Burgesses met in 1619, the site of the New Towne and foundations of the Statehouse from which Virginia was governed until 1698, the Jamestowne Glasshouse, the Archaearium -- a museum displaying artifacts found at Jamestown in the past ten years -- and an interpretive educational center. This is a must-see for the visitor to Virginia.

Directions: From I-64, take exit 242A (Route 199 West). At the second stoplight, South Henry Street, turn right. Make another right about 50 feet from the first right. This will take you to the Colonial Parkway. Turn right onto the Parkway and follow it to its end and the Jamestown Entrance.

Address: Colonial National Historical Park, P.O. Box 210, Yorktown, VA 23690

Contact information: website: telephone: Jamestown Visitor Information, 757-229-1733; FAX: 757-229-4273

Admission & Hours: Admission charged. Open daily except Christmas and New Year’s Day.

Jamestowne Settlement Park (http://www.historyisfun.org/jamestown/jamestown.cfm) -- Jamestown Settlement is a state-run museum and historic park next to Historic Jamestowne. In addition to an interpretive museum and film, the park includes full-size recreations of a Powhatan Indian village, James Fort, and the three ships that carried the first colonists to Virginia. Costumed re-enactors enhance the experience.

Directions: Located on Route 31 South, adjacent to Historic Jamestowne. From I-64, take exit 242A (Route 199 West). At the second stoplight, South Henry Street, turn right. Make another right about 50 feet from the first right. This will take you to the Colonial Parkway. Turn right onto the Parkway and take another right into the museum parking lot. Parking is free at Jamestown Settlement.

Address: Colonial National Historical Park, P.O. Box 210, Yorktown, VA 23690

Contact information: website: telephone: Jamestown Visitor Information, 757-229-1733; FAX: 757-229-4273

Admission & Hours: Admission charged. Open daily except Christmas and New Year’s Day.

Jamestown-Scotland Ferry (http://www.virginiadot.org/travel/ferry-jamestown.asp) -- To the west of Jamestowne Settlement Park is the Jamestown-Scotland Ferry, also known as the Surry Ferry. This is a convenient and free way to see the James River from a different viewpoint.

Directions: From the parking lot of Jamestowne Settlement Park, follow rt. 31 (Jamestown Road) west. Rt. 31 runs right to the ferry dock.

Admission & Hours: The ferry is free and runs every half hour, twenty-four hours a day.

Smith’s Fort (http://www.apva.org/smithsfort/) -- This mid-eighteenth century house is built on the site of Captain John Smith’s 1609 fort. This property later was gifted to John Rolfe and Pocahontas by her father, Powhatan, upon their marriage.

Directions: Continue south from the ferry dock on rt. 31. Smith’s Fort is a small house on the west side of the road about halfway between Scotland and Surry.

Address: 217 Smith Fort Lane, Surry, VA 23883

Contact information: telephone: 757-294-3872; email: apva@apva.org

Admission & Hours: Admission charged. Open April-October.

Bacon’s Castle (http://www.apva.org/baconscastle/) -- This is a Jacobean house that belonged to Major Arthur Allen. He was driven from this house during Bacon’s Rebellion in the summer of 1676, and it was occupied for four months by Bacon’s men.

Directions: Follow rt. 31 south to Surry, and turn east onto rt. 10. Go 6.5 miles on rt. 10, and turn north onto rt. 617.

Address: 465 Bacon’s Castle Trail, Surry, VA 23883

Contact information: telephone: 757-357-5976; email: baconscastle@apva.org

Admission & Hours: Admission charged. Open April-October. Closed July 4th.

Chippokes Plantation State Park (http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state_parks/chi.shtml) -- The structures and artifacts on the property reflect plantation life from the early 17th century to the present. Chippokes was established in 1619 and is noted for its 350 years of continuous agricultural production and for its modern recreational facilities. The state park has cabins and camping, plus a variety of other amenities.
Chippokes Mansion Tours: Tours of the 19th century Chippokes Mansion are available weekends April through October and other times by reservation for groups of 10 or more. In the spring, special tours of the mansion and gardens are offered in conjunction with Garden Week.

Chippokes Farm and Forestry Museum (http://www.dcr.state.va.us/parks/chipffmu.htm) Opened in June 1990, the Chippokes Farm and Forestry Museum uses more than 600 antiques to interpret rural early American farm life. The seven building complex is open for self-guided tours. Contact the park for museum hours.

Directions: From Bacon’s Castle, go east on Rt. 10, then turn right onto Highgate Road. Follow Highgate until you reach rt. 633 (Chippokes Farm Road), take a right, then take a left onto rt. 634. Continue north to the park entrance at the intersection of rts. 634 and 665.Address: 695 Chippokes Park Rd., Surry, VA 23883
Contact information: Telephone: 757-294-3625; email: chippokes@dcr.virginia.gov

Admission & Hours: Admission charged. Open year-round.

Tour: James River Plantations (http://www.jamesriverplantations.org/)
Sherwood Forest, Westover, Shirley, Evelynton, and Berkeley are the five famous Colonial homes located on Virginia’s beautiful Route 5 between Williamsburg and Richmond. Each of these properties is privately owned, but all are listed in the National Register of Historic Places, and are open for visitors. 

Berkeley Plantation was the site of the first official Thanksgiving in 1619, and was the home of the Harrison family, including Declaration of Independence signer Benjamin Harrison, and President William Henry Harrison. The Georgian mansion was built in 1726.

Evelynton was originally part of William Byrd’s Westover plantation, and was named after Byrd’s daughter, Evelyn. It has been the home of the Ruffin family since 1847. The original house was burned during the Civil War; the current mansion is a Georgian Revival design and was built in 1937.

Sherwood Forest is the home of the descendants of President John Tyler, the 10th president of the United States. The plantation was first recorded in a land grant in 1616, and the house was built in the 1720s. The Tyler family has lived here since the President bought the property in 1842.

Shirley Plantation was founded by a crown grant in 1613, and is the oldest family-owned business in North America. The mansion was completed in 1738, and is owned, operated, and lived in by direct descendants of the original owner, Edward Hill.

Westover was built about 1730, by William Byrd II, the founder of Richmond. The grounds and gardens are open daily, but the Georgian mansion is not open to the public.

Directions: Take state route 5 north from Williamsburg.

Contact information: Berkeley 804/829-6018, Sherwood Forest 804/829-5377; Shirley 804/829-5121; Evelynton 804/829-5075; Westover 804/829-2882

Addresses:

· Berkeley, 12602 Harrison Landing Road, Charles City, VA 23030
· Evelynton, 6701 John Tyler Highway, Charles City, VA 23030
· Sherwood Forest, 14501 John Tyler Memorial Highway, Charles City, VA 23030
· Shirley Plantation, 501 Shirley Plantation Road, Charles City, VA 23030
· Westover, 7000 Westover Road, Charles City, VA 23030 
Admission: Value tickets: http://www.jamesriverplantations.com/ValueTickets.htm

Grand Tour: http://www.jamesriverplantations.com/GrandTour.htm

Hours: Berkeley, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. daily; Sherwood Forest, Shirley and Evelynton, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. daily. 

Read More About It:
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Websites:
Henricus Historical Park (http://www.henricus.org/) -- This park recreates the original 1611 city of Henricus and Arrohateck, a 17th century Virginia Indian encampment. Admission charged. Address: 251 Henricus Park Road, Chester, VA 23836; telephone: 804-706-1340.
Historic Virginia Garden Week (http://www.vagardenweek.org/) -- Occurring during the third week of April every year, Historic Virginia Garden Week is the oldest statewide house and garden tour event in the U.S. It offers tours of some of Virginia’s most important historic sites, and supports historic restoration throughout the state. Advance tickets are required.
Virtual Jamestown (http://www.virtualjamestown.org/) -- An interactive website containing transcripts of public records, publications, newspapers, and correspondence, as well as maps, illustrations, and other information pertaining to Jamestown.
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